
Hey everybody!  Congratulations to all those in our class who have now received the enviable title of Major Select!  Yes, even our class has been given the opportunity to shed the mantle of junior leadership and join the ranks of greatness.  As I sit here on my computer frantically smashing out a few lines to communicate to y’all, I realized that by the time you read this, I will hopefully have my feet up on my couch at home with a hot cup o fcocoa and a peppermint stick, enjoying the new-found relaxation of a man with no more reunion planning on his back!  The reunion is next week – unfortunately I cannot wait until after that time to get this column in.  Okay, so we’re suffering from bad timing.  To hear all about the reunion, tune in next time, same bat time, same bat channel!  Or, maybe we’ll have posted pictures and MPEGs on the web site by now.

With a week to go before the festivities begin, I can and want to take this opportunity with the current column to thank some very special groups of people once again for all their assistance with the reunion:


First, those who helped out in big ways to get the reunion planning not only underway, but acted on and put together, even unto the last minute!  Art ROMERO has been my civilian counterpart from the very beginning, when Chris HOWARD – his old roommate – asked (told?) him in the Fall of ’00 to get busy with our reunion planning.  Art and I immediately found each other and it was, shall we say, a match made in heaven (sorry, Gina, I didn’t mean it that way!).  Art, you’ve been the best!  Then there’s Tony MITCHELL, the man on my right arm, doing the heavy grinind work I would toss into his Aero Dept cage every once in awhile.  Both Art and Tony also have wonderful wives, Gina and Siri, respectively, who went out of their way on more than one occasion to host our meetings with food and a warm home.  Also in that list are Tim and Dee BERGMANN who hosted us when we were taking those neat phots of the class merchandise you saw on the web.  Tim has also been with us from the very beginning of the planning, helping out with many administrative tasks.  

If you were at the tailgate and enjoyed it, you should thank Carlene PERRY for her hard, hard work getting that together.  When I think of the tailgate, I think of food, and when I think of food, I think of all the great work Matt EAGER did for us all in working with the Sheraton as our main contact.  Matt put together menu decisions, had many conversations with our hostess on the phone, and then in the end, due to world events did not get to spend time with us at those very same events!  Matt, your dedication was outstanding!  Thank you from the bottom of my heart.  

But wait!  There’s still more helpers around here, such as Colleen (McCRARY) LESTER who is still at work with the reunion merchandise.  You can imagine how much Colleen went through – and is still going through – to get that stuff into the right hands in a polite and timely fashion.  Finally, and not for any particular reason, I had Brian BANKS from the very start, working with the other people providing support and helpful ideas, as well as Rob KRAUS who was the “Man of the Coin” in a wonderful way.  Rob jumped right into the fray as soon as he arrived – way to go, Rob!

I’d also like to thank the wonderful people at the AOG who worked with us all to a great extent, particularly Donna Porter, who – in working with our majestic class reunion – was going through her first reunion-working experience at the AOG!  So, to Donna Porter we off our hats in gratitude and recognition of a job well done!  Incidentally, you might find it interesting to know that Donna is the wife of Col Bill Porter (Ret), who was one of our First Group AOCs, and my boss for a short time when I was a 2nd Lt here at USAFA on medical hold in ’92. Col Porter is now working for The Company Formerly Known as USPA & IRA, and is my representative.  So, you might say that through my first year here, back at the Academy, the Porter family and I sort of switched service positions from when we were cadets!  One of life’s interesting little twists on the stories we are all a part of…

Here are some excerpts from three of your buds earlier (much earlier) this year.  JT ANDERSON: Janet and I and our two daughters (Sarah and Hannah) are in Austin, TX now.  I am working as an engineer for National Intruments.  Our biggest plan over the Summer is to take our girls to swimming lessons – high but achievable goals, right?).  If anyone is in Austin please drop us a line – we’d love to hear from you.

Chris HOWARD:  I am starting at Harvard Business School this Fall on a company-sponsored program to complete my MBA.  (Bristol-Myers Squibb Company)

Joseph RUBLER: Just came off active duty May 6th and started with the Reserves on May 7th.  Got conditionally hired by American Airlines.  Just have to go to the physical on July 11th.  If all goes well, I start training in Sept.  Unfortunately that means I won’t be able to attend the reunion.  Everything else is going well.  Hope everyone’s doing well.  Some info on other grads:  Craig WENZ (’92) just started terminal leave today (July 6th) and will start with the Reserves on the 30th.  Colin KEEN is working from American.  That’s all for now.  See ya around.

Yep!  See you around, 1991!  Next time: reunion funnies you’ll be sa you missed.  But maybe we’ll have posted pictures and MPEGs on the web site by now anyway.  Check it out! Tav.
