For those who have not yet heard the word, we lost another classmate in a tragedy.  On 17 Dec 2000, Marty THEER was shot outside his wife’s office building in Fayetteville, NC.  Marty’s assignment at Pope was flying the C-130 with the 2nd Airlift Squadron, 43rd Airlift Wing.   He and his wife, Michelle, had been stationed there since May 1999.  There was a memorial service at Pope the Thursday afterward, and today there was  a graveside service here at the USAFA cemetery.  I just finished attending that service this morning.  Also in attendance were Stu KURKOWSKI (at Peterson), Brian ANDERSON (at USAFA), and Bill BLITT, who has separated and lives here in the local COS area.   Chuck TOMKO (Moody) and Kevin QUAMME (DM) both flew out here to perform portions of the funeral service, reading two different poems.  Chuck had roomed with Marty while in flight training and Kevin was his roommate in CS-14.  There was a 21-gun salute and a C-130 fly-by.  Both Marty and Michelle are from Denver, so there were a great number of relatives and civilians friends.  Marty’s was the first military funeral for a classmate I had ever attended, and – sadly, I fear – it will not be the last.

I – like many of you I am certain – would have liked to know Marty better that we did.  At the time I wrote this column, there were two articles written on Marty’s death by the local Fayetteville paper, which can be accessed at http:// www.fayettevillenc.com/search/.

I apologize for not including more news of classmates in this issue’s column, but I must admit I do not feel much like dwelling on other  news from the class at this point.  Something about goin from the tragic to the everyday (or even outright joyous) that just doesn’t feel right for a space like this.  But that doesn’t mean I’m going to leave you out in the cold.  Now that my first semester of teaching is out of the way, I’m confident I will renew the posting of monthly material at www.usafa91.com (feels like nearly two years since I did anything even close to a regular monthly submission).  That way I won’t put you out if you’re still interested (and I’m sure you are) in reading the latest and greatest news on classmates.  

So, until next issue, this is the Tav, signing out.

