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Happy New Year!  I have a few things in from some of your old buds, so let’s get cracking.  Many thanks in advance to those who’ve sent these stories from “out there.”  May I plead with you all still on active duty, though, to send stories about how your deployments have been?  Now that things have heated up, we can surely get away from the traditional “he/she’s at this/that base now.”  For instance, take this lame-o letter sent to me by my most heinous friend, Pat “Rat”ighan who’s currently serving in the Reserves at McChord AFB.  Sure, he sends me a great photo of Our Men in Action (see below).  Sure, he’s thoughtful enough to at least send me something (ahem, ahem).  But even Rat recognizes by the end that it’s not a “proper update.”  Here what he had to say: “Put something in there how we are providing the blanket of freedom that you take for granted everyday.....OK, don't put that.  Just put that we are all flying Operation Enduring Freedom missions, and we get to stay in Contingency dorms--two to a room, communal shower/toilets, just like the good ole days in Vandy and Sijan.  I think I saw Bryan Rau calling minutes last time I was walking down the hall.  I know whereabouts of the McDonald twins (Jason and Mitch, still struggling with having to share one brain), and a bunch of other knuckleheads.  Maybe on one of my long flights back to OEF I'll send you a proper update.”
See what I mean?  Come on, guys, you can do better than this!  : )

Now this picture he forwarded, on the other hand, this is good stuff!  That’s Diego Wendt and Scott Ryan in Kandahar showing the colors that don’t run.
[picture #1 caption “Deegsy (left) and Spot (right) bringing power and hope to the nation of Afghanistan.”]
Fun and games aside, I know you all do like to know who’s where (so do I, to tell the truth – okay, there, I said it).  Rat went on to share the list of other ‘91ers in the Reserves at McChord (Josh Smith, Gregg Pointon, Steve Hedden, Colin Keen, Sean MacFarland, Dave Zeitouni, Tim Greminger, and Marcus Smith) as well as Deegsy’s list of those still there on AD (Hans Bley, KC Cronk, Tom Jensen, Lyle Johnson, Keith McMinn, Ben Morley, Joe Nauman, Brian Rau, Mike Stevens, and Phil Vu). 

Thanks, fellas!  Next time I’m home in Washington, I’d love to see you again.

Next up: Art Romero’s new life in the airline industry.  “Just a quick note to let everyone know I survived training here at Airnet and am now an official pilot with their company.  The good news is I finished top three in my class so I am getting the airplane that I had hoped to fly (Cessna Caravan), plus I'll be certified to fly a couple of other multi-engine platforms as well.  The other good news is, believe it or not, Birmingham was the best base out of all the choices.  I should be there for about a year and then back to Colorado flying Learjets after that.  [then later, in another email]…no real funny anecdotes about training except that I have become a bat flyer.  We do all our flying at night so I rarely see day anymore.  One funny story though.  I guess I've become accustomed to Colorado pretty well.  You see, I decided to go out for a quick bite to eat the other evening and here in Columbus Ohio, there's this big forty mile loop that goes around the city.  Well, without Pikes Peak telling me which way is west, I got completely lost.  Two hours later, and a few loops around the city, I finally found my way back exhausted, frustrated and embarrassed that here this company is paying me to fly from point A to point B, and I can't even find my way around in a car.  Oh well.  Maybe they should start putting VOR/DME's in all pilot vehicles from now on.”
Here is some old summer information from Rob Sands that I’d lost.  Rob and his wife, Lena, “had a second child on March 15--Lindsay Kaitlen Jean Sands. Born at 6lb 4oz and 18inches.  Mom and baby are great.  Big brother Joseph (4 years old in July) is very helpful and proud of his sister.  I am loving flying with American Airlines, and was lucky to avoid the furloughs.  Actually I was slated to be furloughed in December but that was rescinded.  I am flying MD-80s here at DFW and am doing well.  I still keep in touch with Jon Pece who has just returned from a 6 month furlough to fly Fokker F-100s at Chicago.”
Believe it or not, that’s all I have, folks!  Seeing as how I wrote a lengthy piece of my own last time, I’ll spare you (and me) that experience this time around.  
To close this session, I want to let you all know that I never heard any word regarding the funeral for Greg Fritz, who died in the MC-130 crash in Puerto Rico.  I know nothing about it, even when/where it was, so if anyone attended, or knows of someone who attended, please contact me so we can establish proper recognition of his service on the class website.  Thank you.

