As of mid October, I haven’t heard much from our friends at ACSC, but I hope to hear something soon.  I am so glad to be here in Japan; there is a lot of work for the future to accomplish here in Asia.  I’ve started learning Japanese, which is good because my job is more involved with the Japanese Air Self Defense Force than I had expected.  Outside of work, one neat thing I’ve done is that I climbed Mt Fuji at the end of August for my birthday – boy was that great!

  I would like to hear more news from our classmates out of the service.  I too easily forget that we are not all thinking in Air Force terms.  The next column will be written from Bosnia, though, so if you send material, please send it to Tavenner@hotmail.com instead of my new Yokota address above.  Also, note the technique for grad last names is no longer printing them in CAPS but instead using bold text.  Thanks!

  From a news report on the war (http://www.thestate.com/mld/thestate/news/local/6500212.htm)

“The C-17's commander, Maj. Diego Wendt, 36, took the "northern route" to Baghdad, flying across the Czech Republic, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, the Black Sea and then Turkey.

Entering Iraqi airspace, Wendt ordered passengers to don flak vests and buckle up. The red interior lights then were switched on.  But the flight across Iraq as well as the landing were "uneventful," as Wendt put it. … For Wendt and 33-year-old Maj. Tom Jensen, the mission's pilots, landing in Baghdad marked a high point in their Air Force careers.  "I just never thought I'd be here," Jensen said. "It's like the first time I flew to Moscow. I grew up during the Cold War and Moscow seemed like the last place an Air Force jet would ever land."  Wendt…marked the occasion by unpacking a handful of small U.S. flags and one Italian from his flight bag.  The flags, which now had flown over Iraq, would be given to friends and family. The Italian flag would go to his parents, honoring his family's heritage, Wendt said.  "I'm just excited to be here. It's a once in a lifetime event."

  That pretty much sums it up!  Any others out there?  Of course there are…
  Other class news…

  Dana Allen wrote, “I am enjoying my time here at Hurlburt Field with my wife Lynne, and four children, Katherine, Chad, Claire and Guy.  I visit with Mark ‘no show’ Beres and Tommy and Tonya Peasley quite often.  I run into CJ Hemmer, Chuck Tomko and Mike Beck every once in a while.  Tom Kasych recently PCS'ed into my squadron as well and just got back from some time overseas.  Tom Houle just PCS'ed to Randolph.  We were all devastated by the loss of Greg Fritz in Aug '02, he was my neighbor and friend.  His wife, Veronica and children, Connor and Lauren, are all doing well.  I spent some time in the desert with Shawn Silverman, Shari (Fox) Silverman's husband, they are both at the Pentagon; they should have had their first child by now.  On the way over I met up with Blake Tibbets.  [Later on] I met up with Ed Schindler…seems to be having a great time flying C-130s for the Texas ANG.  I went to Paco (Francisco) Jones' wedding to Carrie last summer (02), where I met up with Dennis and Barb Garret and Mike and Gillie Johnson. They all are living it up outside the AF.  We got an email from Rob and Megan Block, Rob just finished his PhD and they moved back to the Springs.  I haven't heard from Chris Bow in a while, but last I knew he got out of the AF and moved back to Colorado with his wife Young and son...see, Chris, it's been so long that I forgot your son's name.”  

  Dana, that was an incredible update!  Were you keeping a notepad with you while traveling, or what?  Thanks again.  

  Bill Casebeer is our newest author, with his new book "Natural Ethical Facts: Evolution, Connectionism, and Moral Cognition"  Bill, I’m in awe.  Moral cognition is a probably a natural process for us (what do I know?), but thinking and talking about it is not.  You have clearly worked hard – congratulations on having it behind you.  Make sure to add it to the reading list for the cadets’ core classes, okay?

  Derek Oaks tried to pull the wool over our eyes when he wrote to us that “the Pentagon has actually not been that bad, with fairly regular office hours (7-1730), almost no TDY, and only a few weekends.  After a remote in Korea, anything is good.”  Derek, are you just trying to get some of us to come over there and help you and the others escape?  He continues, “I have been here for a year, and have run into Rene Leon who works in AF/IL, Greg Scrivner (who is now an intel sq/do at Ft. Meade, MD), Diane (Romalgia) and Gary Higginbothem.  She is an IMA here in D.C, and Gary is flying for Southwest, but was activated for a good part of this year with the Charleston C-17 reserves.  Tom Daack is an Exec in AF/XPX, Tony Bauernfeind left for ACSC this summer, and I'm sure that I've missed a few.  I am the A-10 programmer in AF/XPP, and am hoping for the get-out-of-jail-free card [ah-ha! I knew it!] to go to school this next summer.”

  Tony Mitchell arrived in Japan at the beginning of July to begin his very cush job at the AFRL’s Asia Division office.  He has already spent weeks in Australia and been shuttled around the states on whirlwind tours.  I’ve tried to get to his office to visit (his apartment is very nice, in the diplomatic section of Tokyo – how posh!) but I think he’s keeping me away because he doesn’t want me to see exactly how good they have it there.  Seriously, though, Tony has repeated many times to me how much he and Siri would be glad to host visitors at their house.  You should take him up on the deal!

  Matt Isler is the only one at ACSC who’s contacted me (though he did so before actually arriving), so I guess you’re off the hook, Matt!  Here’s what he shared: “Eglin was a blast.  I'll miss the flying.  We've got a good bunch of classmates in the Eagle business.  As I left, Chris Spiegelmeier is an ADO in the 58th.  Flying over at Tyndall are Terry Walker and Murray Nance, both doing very well in the community.  Moving out of the F-15 into the F-22 is Max Morosko (flying in the F-15C division right now, will likely changeover in the spring).  In the Guard flying F-15s are Rob Erikson and Whit Sieben, both flying at the new Guard RTU at Clamath Falls, Oregon.  Also "out" is Dave Schobel, but returned to do a staff J.O.B. up at Langley for a bit while American re-stablilizes.

  And here I thought re-stabilization is what we did in other countries…Until next time, friends, sayonara!

Tav
