Hello, friends!

  I will just be honest with you; having deployed back from Bosnia during the time this column was due, having my two weeks now with my family, and not having a ton of news, I am deliberately keeping this one very short.  I heard from Mike Lawrence who’s still at ACSC (but not by the time y’all read this! Congratulations to all on graduating!).  He is planning on PCSing to this part of the world – Japan – in June.  But he will be at Kadena instead of joining me here at Yokota.  As Mike has said, we’re just going to have to hook up with our families!  (I think I mentioned last time that he rediscovered John Wainaina)

  Back in January I got a little news and a picture from Chris Mann.  “Things are going great on the family front as well.  My wonderful wife, Isabel, and I celebrated our 10th wedding anniversary last October, and our daughter, Natalie, is taking all the military moves in stride and excelling in third grade.  Finally, we were blessed by the birth of our son, Alexander, on 2 Sep.  He's doing great (getting lots of sleep--can't say the same for us)!"  

[Pic#1: Alexander Mann, Class of 2025?]

  More news from Shawn and Shari (Fox) Silverman; they had Trystan Fox Silverman on 6 Nov 03.  He weighed in at 6 lbs 9 oz and 19 inches.  He has his Dad's looks and his Mom's temperament--poor child!   Shawn has already banned Shari from running during the next pregnancy.  Mom and Dad are not getting much sleep these days but who needs sleep to work at the Pentagon?  Shari passes on the news that Kent Landreth, Lance Cook, Michael Martindale, Brian Delamater, Frank Figg, and Blake Brewer all work in the National Capital Region.  Kent Landreth and his wife Cheryl are expecting their second child.  Frank Figg and his wife, Teresa, are expecting their first child.  Brian Delamater and his wife, Mary Irene, had their second child, Jack Ryan Delamater, 5 months ago.  Amazing the number of children born on staff jobs!  Blake Brewer is planning to temporarily resign his commission to go to Dental School in the fall of 2004.
  Finally, allow me to keep you up to speed with Tony “Travelin’ Man” Mitchell, who has been jetting around the Pacific like a crazed typhoon.  Two (multi-week) trips to Australia in less than eight months, several small excursions elsewhere and many times back to the states to boot.  Tony told me that during one of his trips to the states he attended Bob Kraus’ wedding!  What excellent news; congratulations, Bob!  Pictures, please, anyone?! 

  Well, at the start of this assignment, I was planning on having fun with the Mitchells (Siri and daughter Kaiya are not exactly lost in translation in Tokyo) but so far have had mostly to wait for Tony to get back from one trip or another.  But Tony assures me that the time in Australia is all about the work.  Now that he’s back we’ll have to hook up for sushi – anyone want to join us?

Drop me a line…

Tav

