I begin with sad news, everyone.  We learned of yet another loss to our class with the unexpected news of an F-16 crash 40 mi outside of Oaktown, Indiana, carrying Bill Burchett.  Bill was one of my BCT and doolie squad buddies, and though I never crossed paths with him since graduation day, I have no doubt he was enjoying his flying career with no end in sight.  His wife, Debbie, and 3 children (one just newly born) could use your kind words and encouragement.    8561 Grand Oaks Cove, Arlington TN 38002-9386

In the process of sharing this news, I also heard from the likes of Glenn Wright who continues to survive the DC area, and Steve Latham who may be in Alaska, but I’m not sure.  Thanks, fellas, for stepping with the news and feedback.

A month earlier, I ran into Tim Greminger at the Yokota commissary.  Tim has been doing the active reserve thing with McChord since Feb '03 and indicated that despite promises and assurances, doesn't see much of an end coming soon.  He had been flying with Alaskan Airlines for the 2.5 yrs previous to the active call-up.  Normally he doesn't fly over here to Japan, he said, so I was all the more glad to get a chance to see him.  If any of you fliers are coming through Yokota even on quick hops in-and-out, I do hope you'll feel free to give an email in advance and maybe we can do lunch or something!

Warrior News from Afghanistan: 

Steve Sharpe is on a staff tour being one of two "Airlift Bubbas" in the theater.  “I'm missing Buffett for the first summer in 10 years. Only benefit is that I'll get a guaranteed two weeks off and I'll be working at the Ryder Cup golf tourney between the US and Europe in September in my home town during that time.   Look for me on TV!”

Chris Howard also just spent 4 months as a mobilized reservist running HUMINT in Bagram, Afghanistan.  He was there with Kurt Buller.  Recent Reserve time has also sent him to DIA, Hawaii and the Philippines.  He returns to General Electric in August (he “jumped ship” from Bristol-Myers).

What, no one’s in Iraq??!

Mike Lawrence has just moved to Kadena, and I just ran into Rich Clark working right here on Yokota, a nav with the C-130s.

I asked Jim Dutton a bunch of astronaut questions, which he says he declined answering since the media blitz was all a little too strong for him at the time.  I think he just didn’t want to admit he’s already forgotten his Astro 310 lessons.  Seriously, here’s some tidbits, “I'm still somewhat in shock…I'm humbled that God has allowed the doors to continue opening…there are so many others in our class doing great things who aren't getting the recognition they deserve…I'll be honored to [take the class flag] when I go up someday.”  And then he shared some cool class news: On April 6th, I was on a Raptor test mission with Hank "Hog" Griffiths and Bill "Ajax" Peris flying Vipers in support, and Vanessa "Gidget" Rebello was the test conductor.  We were bummed we couldn't get Bill "Shaggy" Andrews in on it as well--he is also a flight test engineer with the Raptor right now.  I also fly occasionally with my good friends Todd "Leif" Ericson and Nate "Rip" Smith--Leif is on his way to bigger and better things in his new job "behind the green door" and Rip is moving down the street to be an instructor at TPS.  Rob "Beacher" Haug has been testing F-15s and T-38s here and is moving back to the ops world soon to fly Eagles at Kadena.  I'm probably forgetting someone, but as you can see there's a bunch of us running around the Flight Test Center these days.”
Here’s Shannen (Karpel) Wright‘s big update: “Suzanne Henke has been separated from the AF for a few years and is finishing up her residency in Podiatry, living in Phoenix.  She will be getting married Spring 2005. Amy (Reecy) McLean is flying KC-135s part-time with the Iowa ANG…Adam is a pilot there as well…they live in Nebraska…Callie (Calhoun) Molloy transferred in to the Army and became an optometrist.  She is getting ready to separate this summer and enjoy herself traveling and relaxing before starting work as a civilian optometrist.  Her husband is a USMA grad (’84) and is a physical therapist in the Army.  Jennifer (Mitcha) Chenowith  has separated from the AF as well (previously she was a C-130 instructor pilot).  She is San Antonio while her husband goes through the Army’s nurse anesthetist school at Ft Sam Houston…I had a 3 yr break in service and career change…been back on active duty in the nurse corps for the past 4 years and am currently in an AFIT sponsored nurse practitioner program in women’s health…going to school in Dallas…graduate next May…husband recently retired from the Army (USMA ’81 grad) and works for Raytheon as a Systems Engineer.
Pat Rhatigan (PCSing to the Pentagon as we speak) attended a get together down in Ft Walton Beach on Memorial Day weekend (13 yr anniversary!) with a whole crew!  Check out the photo – 18 adults and 24 kids causing chaos around a hotel, pool, and beach.  Back row (standing) is Leah (Dennie '92) and Jason McDonald, Heidi (Cizan) and Scott Scheppers, Pat and Karen Rhatigan, Glenn Myatt, Mitch and Tobi McDonald, Paul Watson, Jen (Miller) and Geoff Maki, and Brad and Maureen Kremer.  Front row (sitting) is Tina and Scot Salminen, and Beth (Hoppey) Myatt.

[Photo #1] Caption: “No cuts, no bruises, no ER visits – mission success!”

A quick rundown on everyone pictured. Jason McDonald and Scot Salminen are flying C-130s for the Hurricane Hunters at Keesler AFB, in the Reserves. Scott Scheppers just got out of Leavenworth and will be joining Heidi, a Security Forces Sq/CC at Buckley AFB. Mitch McDonald is flying C-130s for the Oklahoma Guard, rotating in and out of the Desert every few months. Paul Watson is flying for Southwest Airlines and living in Dallas. Geoff and Jen Maki are going to Osan AB, Korea, this summer, with Geoff doing a staff tour and Jen doing Reserve work.  Brad Kremer is a motivational speaker to new father groups in the Chicago area. Beth Myatt is living just outside of Hattiesburg, MS, working in the family motorcycle business. 

Dave Damrath, loyal contributor, adds:
Al Wansky and wife Allie just had their first baby in Atlanta. Al is doing IT work. Kit Bobko is doing well as an attorney in Southern CA keeping his political plans active. Brian Williams still saves lives as a Doc up in Boston and seems to be having lots of fun travelling on his free time. 
Bill Wosilius is a high roller in Denver with INFLOW which is full of USAFA grads.  He seems to be very happy and enjoying the great outdoors a lot with his family in Littleton, CO.
I hated to cut all that news so short on ya, Dave, but there’s a word limit I’m 

