First, let me just say “Thanks” to all those faithful readers out there, especially for those who read the previous column.  Last time, I asked about interest behind a 15-yr reunion.  Well, we’ve had enough responses back that I think we’ll manage to motivate ourselves to pull it off!  Please check out the latest on the class website…this media channel here has too much time lag to be a reliable form of news.  I’ll work with Angie Cadwell, Chris Howard, and volunteers to work out what we think we can manage to pull together.  We’ll be doing this without the aid of the AOG, but WE CAN DO IT!  Realize that we might end up trying to do this right at the end of May, since we don’t have to be (and maybe ought not to try to be) in association with the Falcon’s football schedule and other USAFA activities.
And now, on with the show!  Sue (Henke) Abraham tied the knot in March!  She met Mark Abraham in Scottsdale, AZ while doing her residency training in Podiatry.   He's an engineer who grew up in Scottsdale.  Some (10!) grads and spouses came to their wedding – cool!  Fabrice and Angie (Wallace) Suplisson, John and Tammy (Moore) Marsini, Joe and Callie (Calhoun) Molloy, Jerry and Shannen (Karpel) Wright,  Adam and Amy (Reecy) McLean, HP and Anna (Vincent) Adams, Mona Wheeler, Maria Lamagna-Reiter (’90?), and Heath Rushing (’93). 
[Pic #1 Caption: “Presenting…Mr. Mark and Sue Abraham!”]   [image: image1.jpg]



[Pic #2 Caption: “Okay, folks, I’m doing this one from memory…from left to right, I think it’s Shannen (Karpel) Wright, Amy (Reecy) McLean, Callie (Calhoun) Molloy, Sue (Henke) Abraham, Mona Wheeler, Angie (Wallace) Suplisson, Tammy (Moore) Marsini…and is that Adam in the center?  Lucky Adam!”]   
Sue says, “One of the best parts of the wedding was having Father Joe Wallroth celebrate the mass and marry us!   Angie (Wallace) Suplisson and Tammy (Moore) Marsini were 2 of my bridesmaids.  Angie came all the way from Washington DC even though she was 7 1/2 months pregnant at the time.  Who could ask for a better friend!  Angie and Fabrice are now the proud parents of their first child, Joseph Wallace Suplisson, who was born on April 30, 2005.”
Sometimes a little public pressure goes a long way…so now that I’m feeling guilty about giving it, I had to make sure I included both of the pictures that Jean (Fullmer) Voigt sent me.  Jean, thanks for being a faith-full friend!  : )  Here’s what she had to say in the email:
“A couple of issues ago, I was chastised for not sending in a picture of my fellow classmates from the Airlift Tanker Association convention in October of ‘04.  I finally found the picture and have attached it […] the latest info I have is that Joe [Roth] has gone to Germany to be on the EUCOM staff [and] Jaime Dermer is now a student in the Advanced Study of Air Mobility at Ft Dix NJ (this is the class Joe, Kyle and I just graduated from).  Kyle and I are getting ready to depart for the Pentagon.  I’m going to work in strategic plans for the Air National Guard, and Kyle is going to be the chief of Academy Affairs in headquarters personnel.  I have no real idea what I’m going to be doing, but Kyle’s job deals with events occurring at USAFA.”   

So, I guess we might also say that we have no idea what Kyle is going to end up facing, either!  Seriously, though, that is big stuff and we wish you both the best as you will surely be facing a great number of stressors in your lives together during this next phase of job and family!  God bless you, Jean, and thanks again.

[Pic #3 Caption: “Above, the Voigts at David’s recent baptism, below (1yr earlier) L to R is: Joe Roth, Jaime Dermer, Jim Simmons, Jean (Fullmer) Voigt and husband Kyle (‘90)”      [image: image2.jpg]



Mike Czarnecki is a happy man now that he and Tracy are in Houston!  He got his first choice for Fellowship training in Pulmonary & Critical Care Medicine…and will be spending the next three years at Baylor College of Medicine working in the Intensive Care Unit and Pulmonary Labs/Clinics.  He’ll also be covering the nation’s largest VA center in Houston…which will be gratifying in many ways, but most particularly because he’ll be helping both aging and returning Vets.  He wrapped up his third year of residency in Portland in July.
Also in July, Jim Cluff was preparing to PCS to Maxwell for ACSC...”finishing up a two year stint as the CENTAF DO's exec - after two years, I was ready for an assignment anywhere [...and] another ‘91er - Nate Brauner - took my job as the Exec.  He's been at CENTAF for about a year, working in Combat Plans prior to his new gig.  I've been working on a daily basis with Mike Saylor and Dave Gyure here at CENTAF.  Mike is working in the A1 directorate handling Senior Leader issues for the AOR and Dave is the Deputy Director of Staff.  I know Ken Ekman is moving from SAASS to the staff here - have heard he arrived, but haven't run across him, yet.  Another ‘91er recently left Shaw - Haley Donoho.  He's currently in Oman working a "tough" embassy job for CENTAF.  Got an email from Jim Cleet the other day...he is an F-16 Guard guy doing a 120 day stint at Balad Air Base, Iraq, as the Wing Weapons Officer.  Lars and Jill Hubert are off to the staff at Osan after AFIT.”
That was awesome, Jim, thanks!  I’d like to now apologize publicly to John Wagner and all the grads with him at ACSC…he’s prepared this great update and then I lost it two columns ago, and y’all still haven’t gotten to see it!  Maybe I’m too busy…

But now he’s at SAASS with some more dudes…Paul Bauman, Mark McDonald, Mark Ciero, and "Dollar Bill" Young (now there’s a name I haven’t heard in ages!).  And as for here at Yokota, I keep running into Steve Sharpe, who now is in charge of the Command Post and constantly has to chase down info on why the alarms in my headquarters building are going off.  Rich Clark (flight ops) and Ben Kam (hospital) are still here, too, but we’re all far too busy in very separate operations on the base to manage to ever see each other.  I’ve recently moved to US Force, Japan, and have been placed in charge of figuring out how to get ourselves and the Japanese working together to provide common indications & warning for the BMD warning problem – and let me tell you, it is a problem indeed!  Next week I’ll be visiting Kristi Swain at NORTHCOM J2 to talk about that problem from their perspective. 

In closing, I’d like to ask if there might be any volunteers interested in working with me on being “guest columnists” for Checkpoints.  I’d send you the info and pictures two weeks before the deadline, and work with you as much as you like.  This way, I can give those who might like to have stepped into this role the opportunity to try it out without a hefty commitment, and “mix up” the perspective on what’s going on in the class.  I know everyone’s busy, but I would gladly receive the help if you’ve ever felt inclined to do this column, too.
