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Friends,

  Sadly, I must once again open with the news of losing another classmate; Todd Valentine struggled against colon cancer for 18 months, but it took his life on 2 July.  Todd had already pinned on LtCol, an obvious reflection of his excellent professionalism and dedication to service.  But perhaps the greatest reflection of his heritage mixed with the tragedy of his untimely departure, are his nine precious children.  His wife, Cindy, wants us to know, “several people have written letters to Todd recently expressing their feelings about him, sharing memories of him, and telling of how he has touched their lives.  I thought that would be a great thing to keep for the kids to read when they get older so they can better understand the kind of man Todd was.  I would appreciate it if any of you who knew Todd well would do the same.  Feel free to send it via email and I will print it up and include it with the others.  If you would like to mail it, our address is 173 Brush Trail Lane, Cibolo, TX  78108.  Our children have long lives to live without their father and I would like to keep his memory as alive as possible for them throughout their adult lives.”  I hope all of you who read this and knew Todd enough to write, will do so.  Cindy also spoke of her deep appreciation for all the prayers “that each of you have given for our family this last year.  I have felt such strength from those prayers.”  They held a party a week before Todd passed, and “many people…came by to see Todd and say goodbye.  There were even a few who flew in and drove great distances just for the event.  Todd was able to stay awake and remain lucid for the whole night and he really had a great time.”  Cindy also spoke of being surprised by a visit from General Bill Looney, AETC Commander, on the day before that party.  He awarded Todd with a Meritorious Service medal and promoted him to Lieutenant Colonel.  It meant a lot to Todd to be recognized for the hard work and dedication with which he has served our country.

And how fitting as well that Todd’s pin-on might help us reflect on the joyous news that so many classmates received (just weeks later) with the release of the board results.  Congratulations to the new LtCol selectees!  It was not an easy board to get through, indeed.  May the accomplishment now serve as a motivator to greater service and deeper conviction for the benefit of the nation that we all love to serve!  I would have printed all the names of our classmates who were selected, but I had neither the time nor the space with which to accomplish the task (I was in the midst of PCS when the news came, as I’m sure many of were, as well).  This event has been an exciting one to anticipate, and I’m sure that whether we are still active, serving in the Reserves, or fully converted to civilian life, that we can look with admiration to the place where so many of us now reside – the confirmation of a life-long career opportunity to shape, to lead, and ultimately to determine the future of air & space forces.  Wow!  Class of 1991 selectees…Congratulations!
Finally, allow me to give you (belated) news of our 15-year reunion plans.  Also, given the “wide scope” of these three big items for the column, I am choosing to forgo including individual update news – there was not much this time – but I will incorporate it all in the next edition.  Thank you for your understanding on this.

First, by the time this is printed, you will need to go to the class website (www.usafa91.com) to find out what has transpired since I wrote this column.  Clearly, there was no reunion planned and accomplished during the summer, though we had posted an online survey last spring with many summer dates listed.  Many responded, not in the numbers I was expecting (less than 10% of the class) but enough to continue the motivation and justification to pursue the idea.  The result of the survey revealed that we should plan on having a wintertime reunion in Colorado Springs, with a special skiing emphasis on the activity planning.  I’m suggesting starting 18 January in COS, then staying together in Breckenridge for the weekend.  That would be the weekend after MLK weekend; we do not want to do this MLK weekend, for reasons similar to what I’m about to explain.
I wish I’d had a better memory before making that online survey!  Though most people voted to hold it in COS on Labor Day weekend (and therefore I started ‘jumping’ on that before I PCSed), well it turns out Labor Day weekend is Parents Weekend at the zoo!  
“Duh!”  Like, I should have thought of that.  

No one else mentioned it, either, though, so I don’t feel quite so stupid.  So, as we all know, COS is a terrible place to find hotel space that weekend.  Aaargh.  This is why you then heard nothing from me on the website through the summer.

But with so many confirming (since we had different locations to choose from) that COS – regards of our ‘visitor’ status at USAFA – is the place we want to hold this, we must hear the majority and plan to at least start our 15-year there.  So, there will need to be a committee formed which can take this thing from my hands and get to work.  Now that I’m established at a new office and new home, I’m available.  Check out my new contact data above.  Incidentally, if we cannot find at least a dozen folks to dedicate their time to this, then the reunion will have to go to the “good ideas that never were” pile.  Let’s not let that happen!  I don’t think it will have to be that way, though.  So go check the website and see what’s up, okay?  Volunteer!
Departure, promotion, and reunion.  Well, I think those are enough emotional burdens for one column, don’t you agree?  See you next time, friends, and stay in touch!  I miss you all terribly.

Tav
