Hello, friends!  First, many thanks to my buddy Dave for the last column.  That was really nice; came right on the heels of having lost my wife’s father to a car crash, which of course made for more than just a bad Christmas.  Not that I don’t love writing to you, but that season it was super special to have someone else on guard.  Thanks, Dave!

Since this column has markedly less news, and I know it’s because you’ve held out on me, waiting with baited breath for reunion news, I’ll take the extra time to add in this article: 1) For reunion info, go to the class website: www.usafa91.com 2) While you’re there, update your home, work, etc information, okay?  We have way too much outdated info!
One last thing: The AOG has sent out surveys: FILL ‘EM OUT, PEOPLE.  Okay, sorry for yelling.  I didn’t mean to wake your kids.
This is my last column from Japan; since I last wrote to you, I’ve learned that I’m being reassigned to DIA – that’s right, Bolling AFB, here I come!  I’m headed to my dream job, too: China analysis at the national level!  Can’t wait…it will be my first real experience in that area since our cadet years.  Troy Thomas, Bill Casebeer and Lourdes (Fallace) Duvall will remember what I’m talking about when I mention living in the SP barracks that summer.  What a good set o’ memories those are.  DC friends, get ready to get together in Georgetown!
So, the email address is still good – always is, always will be.  The snail mail won’t be but that’s okay cuz no one ever uses it anyway.

Photo 1: Josh Smith got married in March!  Pictured: Mike Gingras, Chris Sullivan, Dan Zubryd, Jim Parco, and Josh.
Jason Crandall, like many of you, I’m sure, is sweating his heiny off in a jet in the desert.  Got a terrific spew-mail from him on the chow (good), regs (restricted), life (boring), and future (unknown).  He said he just turned 30, so obviously the years have been good to him.  Thanks, Jason!

Turns out GE sent Shannon Curry to Seattle in 2004, after Ed Stack actually helped him get an interview.  He and Ed are doing the same job, but Ed's in Chicago.  Shannon’s the Director of Service, in charge of the guys who go to hospitals and clinics to fix X-ray/CT/MRI/Nuc Med machines and hospital imaging systems.  Covering 250 customers in NW Washington and Alaska “is a dang tough job, but GE treats me better than the airlines did, and I have a great crew of 31 guys to help me.”  Shannon saw Ed back “at a big get-together in Orlando in December.  He'd just finished a 2-yr AD rotation, and was just back from Kuwait, flying C-130s.  He kept all of us very up-to-date on his activities there…I still occasionally hear from Jon Pece.  He's still in the reserves at Fairchild, last time I checked.  We both got furloughed from AA at the same time in '03.  Other than an occasional rotation, I'm not sure if he's doing anything on the outside.”
Billy Barnes is still playing volleyball competitively; earlier this year he took a Pentagon team to Ashville, NC.  He spent last year at IDE-Northern Option (AFIT-IDE), got a follow-on to the Pentagon and is working as the Exec to the Director of AF Test & Eval.  Billy says “Not a whole lot you can say about exec work if you've ever done it, if you know what I mean.”  Yeah, we know what you mean!  Either seen it…or done it.  Good on ya, Billy!  While at AFIT he saw quite a few 91ers, but mostly hung out with fellow "pocket protector" Ops Researchers Roy "Frenchy" Fatur (follow on to NORAD, C.Springs), Paul "Coma" Villem (follow-on to PACAF staff, in Hawaii), and big dog Mark "Mark" McDonald (follow-on to SAAS, at Maxwell)
Photo 2: Mark to Paul: “Here’s your replacement beer, dude!”
Kit Bobko.  Now isn’t that a name that just inspires the best in you?  Maybe I’m just partial to the name “Kit” – think about it long enough, you’ll get it.  But if you agree with me, and you’re interested in supporting good government in California, then you’ll go check out www.KitforCouncil.com!  There are lots of cool games to play, particularly the intriguing “Mirror of Time” on the Bio page in which you can see the young whipper-snapper you knew in class suddenly transformed into a 30-something year old stud!  Or, is it the other way around?  I played with it for at least five minutes until I gave up on figuring that one out…way too freaky for me, man!  Not sure what my score was…   Kit, all joking aside, good luck with your campaign and I hope you receive a lot of support from the class!

I’ll close with news from one of my other idols, Max Despain.  You might have thought that Max was working hard, but actually she’s finishing up her PhD (U of Delaware) in English Lit!  Yes, that’s right, she’s actually been under torture for the past several years and here we all thought it only took place at deployed locations!  Late this fall she joins the huddled masses of O-5 selects (I have no doubt she’s been picked) slaving for SAF at the Pentagon.  She’ll be in PA but will eventually spring free of the trap and return to the Great Alma Mater, back influencing young Air Force minds at Ye Olde English Department and marking up papers confusing “your” with “you’re.”
That’s it for news you can use!  Write me, I’m lonely!  And have a SUPER SUMMER!

You’re Scribe,

Tav

