Hello Class of ’91!

For this issue of Checkpoints, the role of Carson Tavenner is played by Dave Damrath.  Carson needed a little help and I eagerly volunteered to help out.  Please forgive any name misspellings as my yearbooks have conveniently misplaced themselves.  Let me recognize Carson for his selfless efforts.  He doesn’t get nearly enough appreciation.  I’m sure he’d love to have another guest writer in the future so if you’ve ever considered being an author, let him know.  

On a solemn note, for those who have not heard, a true American Hero, friend, and brother-in-arms, George Mendes, passed away recently.  Art Romero forwarded the link to George’s online obit/guest book.  Go to www.legacy.com/gazette and search from there.  Remember and honor him in your own way as he truly impacted many of our lives in a positive way.
15 year reunion event - USAFA doesn’t look like a viable option.  The online survey not feasible so here’s what a few of us are thinking.  Something on the May 29th weekend OR a summer option in some central/easy to get to locale.  Perhaps DC?  Someplace in Colorado?  Orlando?  It’s prob more important to pick a date and then work on a location.  Think of someplace with adequate hotel space, family activities, etc.  Get your suggestions in ASAP so we can try to put something together before the next issue.  In these times, allow me to say this is a priority and worth the effort to get together.  Help us out.   And now for the updates!
Our class Prez and friend to all Chris Howard is leaving General Electric to share his leadership and wisdom with the young men and women at the University of Oklahoma.   He will have a variety of impressive responsibilities and we’re sure he’ll represent the Academy in the best imaginable way.  Congrats to you Chris. 

Kit Bobko officially began his political career with a run at the City Council of Hermosa Beach.  Election results are still being determined as of this writing but I’m sure many of you are asking the same question:   Not the City Council of Las Vegas??  
Dr. Brian Williams continues to impress in the Harvard Medical System, currently doing a two year research project.  He was married last fall and it was great to see many classmates including Corey Linden, Mike Chinlund, Greg Hardison, Mark Fischer, and others at the wedding.  I apologize to those I missed.  A bunch of classmates were on hand for the shocking Navy game including the above and Will Glascoe, Eric Rattigan, and so many more.  The foot of mud that Navy allowed the AOG to have our big tailgate in didn’t stop us from enjoying a great party.  It was great to see J.T. Tokish pacing the sidelines as the team orthopod but I’ve heard he may be deployed now to the Middle East.  We all hope for everyone’s safe return. 

Eric Holt has returned to the Denver area and is still managing big money for private high net worth clients.  I’m not a potential client for him but if you are, let me know and I’ll forward his info to you for a reasonable fee.  He and his wife Marci have two adorable young Falcon Football Fans and we had a great time at the disappointing Army game with Dave Aiken and others.  Dave may be moving from Colorado Springs to Tennessee soon.  
Al Wansky is enjoying life as a father and lives Atlanta doing I.T. consulting, currently in energy or utilities commodities trading – the best way I can put it.  B.J. Wosilius and family are still in the Denver Area working for Sunguard with a few other grads and spends his time on the rivers fly fishing so give him a call if you need a great private guide.  

Caddy Lovelace, Esquire, is a successful attorney in Chicago and has a house full of kids. 

Steve Sharpe and his Harley have returned from Japan to a staff job at Scott AFB, where Tony Clavenna and family are as well.  
Luis Villanueva and family are homesteaded here in Orlando.  Luis is a hot shot risk management exec with Marsh, and an average golfer at best.

Dan Greene is working his way up the corporate ladder with General Electric and is living in Upstate New York where he can play hockey outdoors all year.  

If you’re looking for a body guard, Angie Cadwell may be your answer.  Congrats to Angie for kicking her way to TWO Golds at Nationals in Greensboro, NC in between her command duties in the CS at McChord.
{Insert Photo Angie Cadwell 91:  “2-time Gold Medalist. Did Angie even make finals in Big Bad Basic?”}
Todd Hegy is a C-5 Driver in the Guard and just finished up an MBA.  Congrats Todd!

Tony Mitchell is enjoying the company of our classmates at ACSC at Maxwell.  He and his wife Siri and daughter Kaiya are doing well in all respects. 

James and Beth (Dunn) Kwasny live in Keller, TX with their two children and emailed Carson with a bunch of updates I’ll try to summarize.  Jim separated in 2000 and is involved with start up of a charter airline in Dallas after a stint with American.  Beth is a defense contractor with PatchPlus Consulting.  Jim and Kathleen (Kennedy) Clark and their three children are in Leavenworth - school for Jim this time – after ACC training staff.  Kathleen separated a few years back.   
There’s been a Frank Figg sighting/email after 14 years of mystery.  He claims to have surfaced in Germany at Ramstein in the Warrior Preparation Center.  He is married to Teresa and they have two young daughters keeping them busy.  Frank recently ran into Lance Cook who was heading to Joint Military Intelligence College.  He also mentioned seeing Bill Haag who’s working 16AF Plans and Chris Collett who’s at the USAFE A8.  Seems Ramstein is where all of our missing classmates are hiding.  What’s going on there?  Reunion in Germany perhaps???  Just a thought. 
Last but not least, Chris (Harvey) Bell emailed Carson with a Wolfpack Women’s update.  Chris is a Mom and USAFA Admissions Liaison Officer in Murrieta, CA.  Karen Smith – Pentagon, ATC.  Kristine Burnett – Pentagon OSI.  Darlene Shultz – Sports Medicine in Torrance, CA.  Cherianne (Carlisle) Connelly – Mom, Southwest Pilot, KC-10 Reservist, Fairfield, CA.  Leigh Merola – Raytheon and USAFA Admissions Liaison Officer, San Diego.  Margo (Willoughby) Bjorkman –  Mom, IMA for WX, Westerville, OH.   Michelle (Dubois) Shahid -  Mom and homeschooler, Mt. Pleasant, SC.  Thanks Chris for that great update.  Didn’t hear anything from H2O Polo brother Dave Bell so maybe he’ll check in next issue. 
{Insert photo Doolie Wolfpack Women 91:  “Wolfpack Women:  Karen, Margo, Chris, Kristine, Michelle, Leigh”}
I’m still in the real estate development business in Central Florida so let me know if you’re in the area for work or play.  I’ll be glad to set you up with free golf on one of our private courses and show you around.  Hope to hear more from everyone and see everyone at a 15 year reunion event of some kind this year.  Make it a priority, we won’t regret it!   Go Falcon Hoops!
Stay in touch. Dave

