Greetings, Bold Gold!
  I’m in the mood to write more of a thought piece this time.  A few of us had a great lunch conversation at the Pentagon last week, and it really got me thinking.  In the months that pass by so quickly, we often lose track of how much time has passed.  Lives change, children grow, parents age, there is great joy and there is great sorrow.  Our lives have been connected for so many years now through the professional bond of service to the nation, most often on duty leading the most powerful air and space force the planet has ever known.  We’ve also served together off of military duty, as friends have maintained contact through academia, business, politics, or whatever pursuits we follow.  The joys have come with the building of families, the accomplishment of career goals, and the thrill of many victories both great and small.  There are so many ways in which we celebrate and give thanks!  

  But we are also not without sorrow in our lives.  Has even one of us not felt a sting or wound since we parted ways?  Our class has lost seven of our members since we tossed our caps toward heaven; I trust most of us knew at least one as more than an acquaintance.  Where we have grown close as a class, I think it has been primarily at the hands of mutual suffering.  

  In between the joy and the sorrow, I’ve noticed three major themes occurring in our lives these days, none of which should be a surprise to anyone.  They are the maturing of our children, the aging of our parents, and the achievement of new professional heights.

  When a child is eight or younger, we easily relate to them as being important people in our lives.  Something happens as they age; we are better able to examine ourselves as being someone in our child’s life.  I can remember, when I was Jacob’s age, what I thought of my own father, as well as what I thought of my friends’ fathers.  I can recall what these men did, and sometimes what they said, and their wide range of ethical behavior – excellent as well as deplorable – and how it shaped my own life (they were rarely aware of how much they influenced me).  So, I remind myself, it is with Jacob.  

  I would like to return to the other two themes in our lives, the aging of our parents, and the achievement of new professional heights, in future columns.  This is one of the few places we have to connect with the exact same age demographic, and perhaps we should use it in ways other than just grad news?  Please let me know what you thought of my taking time on this, whether I should do this more often or not, or just stick to the grad news.  

  The Pentagon lunches (1st Thursdays) have worked out again, and a small crew is routinely showing, though rarely the same group.  J.P.  Porier and Steph Brinley(?), helped me kick it off.  Nov saw J.P. again, Rod Lewis, Sue (Rank) Foy, Doug Sersun, Glenn Wright, two others I’ve neglected to remember…and I recently bumped into Kurt Gaudette, Mike Lawrence and Chris Parent elsewhere in the Pentagon.
  I’ve taken the time to go back and do a full survey of the news and contacts that have come my way over the past months, and there’s really quite a few!  In the interest of time and space, I’m going to simply list folks who I’ve heard from, of, or remember seeing, followed by where they’re at – or some particularly interesting detail – so here goes:  
Mark Livelsberger and Andreas Wesemann, back in the desert; Cliff Gyves, Arlington VA; Rod Cousins, Whiteman; Ryan Farmer, AFRL Wright-Pat; Wayne Cooper, CC at MacDill; Todd Levine, Las Vegas; Todd Hamilton, F-16s at Shaw, along with Chris "CICYM" Gough, Doug "Cinco" DeMaio, Pete "Gyro" Fry, Hilary Feaster, and Ken "Francis" Ekman; Don Strickland, northern CA; John "Smash" Schaefer, Mtn Home F-15Es; Chris Smith, Chicago suburbs and supply chains; Don Yu, flying for UPS; Dave Damrath, Fisher-Price/Mattel back home in Buffalo, NY; Karen (Perez) Ernest and Troy Thomas both at Fort Meade; Nick Kootsikas right here in my neck of the woods, working Civil Air Patrol at Andrews; and Mark Maldonado switched over to the JAG Corps from being a pilot (over four years ago) to concentrate on law, and has been working at DOJ as an attorney for counterterrorism (and is with the DC ANG).
  The Society of Experimental Test Pilots held its annual symposium at Disneyland and flight test folks from all corners of the country made appearances.  It didn't take long to realize they had quite the contingent from '91, so, after a little catching up, most of them stood still long enough for a photo (thank you, Bill!):

[Photo 1 – 1991 leading the future of aviation testing and development]

  From left to right: Troy Larson - C-17 Production Test Pilot with Boeing at Long Beach. He's also flying the C-17 as a reservist out at March. Aaron Reed - Ops Officer for the 418th Flight Test Squadron (Tanker/Transport Flight Test) at Edwards AFB.  Todd Ericson - AF Flight Test Center, Detachment 3.  Bill Peris - Ops Officer for the 445th Flight Test Squadron (F-16/T-38/C-12/KC-135 Flight Test) at Edwards AFB.  Lynn Gawell - Chief of the Knowledge Exploitation Div. at the National Air and Space Intel Center, Wright Patt AFB.  James Hanley - HQ AMC Test and Evaluation, Scott AFB.  Angie (Wallace) Suplisson - Commander of the Holloman AFB High Speed Test Track;  Rod Todaro - Ops Officer for the 419th Flight Test Squadron (Bomber Flight Test) at Edwards AFB;  Hank Griffiths - IPT Lead for the F-35 Air System Verification and Certification - Crystal City, VA;  Todd Levine, Ops Officer for the Alien Storage Facility outside Las Vegas.  What, you don’t believe that?!
  I’ll close with a reflection on a new and challenging assignment: Billy Barnes shared this perspective from his first few months as the commander of the SERE Support Squadron.  “…not only do we train the usual SERE students but we're also the tech school for SERE Specialists.  Last month we went to Tillamook Oregon for Coastal Phase (littoral and Open Ocean Survival).  Along with floating in 20 man rafts in 10 ft swells, we also do parachute jumps into the ocean.  We have 2 Zodiacs and a 16-footer …the SS Freakshow, used to fish jumpers and equipment out of the water.”
  “Oddly enough, over the last month, my worst discipline problem has been grads.  On five separate occasions I have had problems with grads from ‘04 and ‘05 (all pilots) being disrespectful and unprofessional with the school staff/instructors and insubordinate with their SRO.  I swear these kids have an outrageous chip on their shoulders.  One was caught going through his F-16 Dash One, while going through resistance Academics…makes me wonder if we were anything like that when we were LTs...”
  Yes, Billy, I’m sure we were!

  Thanks for reading, folks!  Now that you’re done, please put this down, go online, and update your information on our USAFA 91 web site.  Thanks, and see you next time!
