  For those of you who might not have seen this, the Register (that big tome published every year) is now electronic only.  Hopefully you’ve recently updated your contact info; some of our classmates disappeared over the horizon long ago; their addresses are from UPT!  

  But we’re well beyond UPT, aren’t we?  Yessir!  Just witness how far, with this letter from Jeff Davies.  “A few of us Bold Golders got together recently at Luke AFB, AZ for a picture to send for the next installment of Checkpoints.  Besides the four of us pictured [left to right] Dave McCune (310 FS/CC), Doyle Turner (56 TRS/CC), Jim Sears (61 FS/CC), and Yours Truly (local full-time Reservist)], we have had more than a handful of '91 grads stop by Luke AFB in the last few years.  
[1991Picture1.jpg caption] “Dave, Doyle, Jim and Jeff can’t wait to slip the surly bonds and leave their email behind.”

Not pictured but stationed at Luke as a part-time Reservist is Brian Kilian.  Also doing touch and gos the last few years are: Doug DeMaio (Shaw), Geoff Maki (Spangdahlem), Chris Gough (Nellis), and Jay Boyd (Kunsan, Korea).  Jim Sears and I had a big celebration recently for our respective promotions.  A big congrats to Jim who got picked up for Colonel well-BTZ (part of the first group for our class).  I got picked up on the Reserve Lt Col board (whew!!).  All in all it's been great to see Bold Gold representing the Air Force and Air Force Reserve well 17+ years later.  Take care and thank you for carrying the torch for the rest of us slackers.  We all look forward to seeing everyone in a few years at our 20th reunion.”

  Thanks, Jeff!  Seeing these four smiling faces and reflecting on the names Jeff mentioned, reminds me how much fun I’ve had over the years getting to see some of you from time to time.  As the years go on, I’ve learned to treasure the times when I get reacquainted with some of you; some of us have met for the first time, despite those four years together in close proximity on the terrazzo!  It turns out this month has a theme in this regard: many folks, who don’t normally write, maybe even for the first time have been recently motivated to send in some words.  All the thanks for this go to Angie Cadwell, who’s been reminding some of you for not updating your data!  Way to go, Angie, thank you!  With no creative additional editing, I’ll now share with you the news and stories from several other folks.
  Out here at PACOM (I’m TDY on Oahu right now; tough, huh?!) I’ve been visiting with Chris Cortez, on the intelligence staff as an ISR planner.  He and his family are enjoying life on the island and looking forward to the opportunities impending retirement may bring.
  Recently, Craig Allton wrote, saying he is now assigned to the Pentagon.  Craig, I hope we’ll see you for lunch early in the year!  I am sure there are several there who you’ve not seen in a long time.
  Mike Wilburn writes “I'm an instructor pilot teaching Emirati pilots how to fly F-16s under a direct contract with Lockheed Martin and the United Arab Emirates.  I'm active duty, and as such, fall under the authority of the US Embassy (USLO) while I'm here. It's a pretty good job.  All just a fancy way of saying I'm a pilot.”

  Mike Wee wrote in with “I'm a reservist in the 33rd Network Warfare Squadron, Lackland AFB, TX.  I live in Tampa, FL.  When I'm not performing reserve drill, I work for Northrop Grumman IT/TASC for USJFCOM on the DoD Information Operations Range (IO Range).”

  And a nice, long letter from Dave Sivinski: 
  “My first post-UPT assignment was C-21's at Andrews, and I remember the good times living in Alexandria.  I still visit the area regularly along with occasional business trips to Crystal City.  I disappeared into the SOF world at Hurlburt flying MC-130E from ‘96 until ‘03.  We had a bunch of us 91ers in the 8th SOS back then.  Myself, Mike Beck, CJ Hemmer, Casey Britain, Mike Doyle.  For a small unique squadron with about 20 pilots, it seemed like we were over-loaded with ‘91 grads.

  I came out here to Peterson in ‘03 joining the Reserves and flying the C-130H3.  We were constantly being told we will get mobilized 'soon' so the flying was busy.  After a year, and no mobilization yet, I got a real job down the road at Schriever supporting the Missile Defense Agency as a Raytheon Contractor.  I design, test and execute large COCOM missile defense exercises.  As you can imagine, we don't shoot ICBMs to

exercise missile defense elements.  So we have to make a coordinated illusion of missiles and interceptors flying everywhere so commanders and shooters can exercise their procedures accordingly.  Keeping this grand illusion synchronized and realistic from the NMCC, to NORTHCOM, to Aegis Cruisers oceans away requires quite a bit of engineering work.  So I essentially had a 'staff' job in the exercise shop at Schriever, and was attached to fly 130's over here at Peterson. 

  We finally did get mobilized from Aug ‘05 until Jan ‘07, which was great.  Flying 130s is a lot easier and a bit more fun than running missile defense exercises.  Besides, we got to go to great beach locations like Al Udeid and Balad ;-)

  So now I'm back at the 'staff job', and attached to fly here at Pete.  Hopefully I'll make the 20 year reunion this time.  I had tickets and all for the 10 year, but as you can imagine I got deployed to an undisclosed location back then.  Since I now live about 3 miles from the south gate, odds are a bit better this time.  Speaking of which, if you are looking for some 91 guys who are local to USAFA to run something around for the reunion let me know.” 

  Whew!  Thank you, Dave!
  Steve Carney slipped us these words.  “My family and I [Dave has three children] moved to Jacksonville, FL almost a year ago.  We absolutely love it here (we are very close to the beach).  I work for Boston Scientific as a Regional Manager in their Cardiac Rhythm Management division (pacemakers and defibrillators).” 

  Finally, Ben Kam (who I actually got to see on a few occasions living nearby while stationed at Yokota AB, Japan) sent a sweet photo of the ’91 medical team now stationed at USAFA.  He, Eric Nelson and JT Tokish are in the photo below, left to right.  At far right is Bob Sullivan, an '88 grad.  Possibly, Ky Kobayashi has been stationed there by now, which would make three '91 grads at USAFA in the orthopaedics clinic.  So....if you break anything, you could consider stopping by to get some bone therapy!

[1991Picture2.jpg caption] “Our ’91 buddies at the USAFA hospital demonstrate the real meaning behind “Uniform of the Day”.  

  I have just enough room to also slip you this photo of our current fellow NDU students.  Angie Cadwell managed to get her fellow fast-movers to stand still long enough for a quick photo.

[1991Picture3.jpg caption] “Left to right, 1st row: Angie Cadwell, Matt Isler, Steve Bleymaier. 2nd row: Chris Hill, Chris Craige, Corey Martin.”
 i

  My dear friends, this brings me to my word limit!  1991, we’ll see you in another quarter!

Tav

