Bold Gold,
I have a special request to honor, right up front.  You will remember our dear brother Greg Cindrich, lost off the east coast of Africa in 1997.  Can you believe it’s been more than ten years ago?  At the time, Greg left behind his wife, Monica, and son Chris – then too young to have known his father.  Chris is now 13 years old, 5 foot 10, a champion tennis player with a size 12 shoe, and just as smart as his dad (well, Chris, two out of three ain’t bad – just kidding).  Chris is also curious to know more about his father, as any of us would if we were in his shoes.  He has Greg’s graduation sabre hanging in his room near a graduation picture.  Can you imagine it?!  Wouldn’t it be wonderful for Christopher to connect with his father's past?  Monica, Greg’s wife, wrote “I think we all hunger to belong, to make sense of unfair, unexplainable accidents in life.”  That is so true; identity is everything.  Therefore, please, if you knew Greg (sadly, I did not myself), help keep Greg alive for Christopher by writing to him (cmikcin@aol.com) and sharing memories and information about that part of Greg’s life which he cherished – his friends and years at USAFA.  If you do write, only tell Chris the best parts, okay?

Having written this, I now wonder if other children of our “gone but not forgotten” also might benefit from much the same offering.  I don’t have email addresses, but if anyone knows the family and can find out if children would like to learn more via email, then I will be more than happy to oblige!

On the happy side of Memory Lane, here’s a bit of fun I wanted to share with you all.  While having lunch with Steph (Konieczny) Brinley at one of the Pentagon lunches (ongoing, by the way) she mentioned having recently taken a photo with cheerleading friends Lourdes (Fallace) Duvall, and Leslie Beavers.  It was the occasion of Steph’s husband’s retirement, so that’s why he’s in the picture (the one they took with “just girls” didn’t turn out so well).  It’s great to see friends able to reassemble for happy times.
[0801 1991 Football 1990.jpg] “Senior Year! Steph, Lourdes, and Leslie after cheering on the Falcons at our last football game in Falcon Stadium, 1990”
[0801 1991 Pic 2.jpg] “Seniors’ Year! Leslie, Steph, the happy retiree, and Lourdes gather once again to celebrate life and career accomplishments.”

Max (Torrens) DeSpain in Kabul right now, back in late April and off to USAFA by early June.  She’s looking forward to academic life again!  I’m sure the cadets will attempt to ply from her the “stories from the front” when they are able.  Mark Livelsberger is also off on deployment at the AUAB and got to chat with Andreas Weseman, who is reportedly doing well on his one year remote out there.  I am sure there are many more ‘91ers out there, but have not heard back on any other news.
Bill Casebeer is now working at SHAPE.  He writes, “we are all doing well. Our four kids (Jonah, Mara, Linnae and Mason) are all bilingual in French as a result of going to the local Belgian schools and are growing like weeds too. Adrianne is doing great, enjoying Europe and learning French also.  My work here at NATO is rewarding. I'm the chief of Eurasia Analysis for SACEUR Gen Craddock's US national intellgence cell ("US Survey").  I'm enjoying learning about NATO and stretching myself in terms of expertise.  Other grads I've heard from recently are Troy Thomas [happily married to Paula, with one child now] who is a squadron commander for a SIGINT unit out near NSA) and Michael Thompson (who is a lawyer in the DC area).  Bartz Sykes is an F-16 DO at Spandhahlem, though he may be coming our way soon.  My time at the Naval Postgraduate School (where I saw Kurt Gaudette often [Tav note: Kurt is now working Intelligence Force Development in the Pentagon] was fantastic, but we've had a year and a half now here at NATO Military HQ south of Brussels, and that has been wonderful as well. I've been doing my best to stay publishing in the academic world, though being back in an operational unit has taken its toll there; I have a few book chapters out this month, all on Amazon.”  Thanks, Bill!  I hope we can manage a trip to Europe, and crash your pad.

[0801 1991 Pic 3] “Altogether, now, repeat after me: “You should attend USAFA!  We thought it was great!  It was better than CATS!”

Chris (Harvey) Bell attended a USAFA Admissions Liaison Officers conference at USAFA, and ran into – can you guess? - several classmates!  Pictured above, left to right, Kurt Schuster covers Michigan, Chris liaises with kids from southern California, Dave Deames works South Carolina, Brian Doyle is a North Carolina man, and Beth (Dunn) Kwasny tells those Dallas/Ft.Worth kids how great USAFA is.  C’mon Beth, remember the Honor Code!  Chris added a recruiting plug asking us to join their forces.  “We need ALOs in all our areas to help encourage new students to apply to USAFA—you can do this as an additional duty from AD or the reserves, you can help in a civilian capacity, or can do this as a full time reservist”  Chris also humorously that on account of their house acquiring a Wii for Christmas, they’ve decided in their house that all arguments will be resolved by Wii boxing (!)  I thought that was funny.
I just searched through my Hotmail and work accounts to see who else may have mailed me, but I don’t have any more that I can see (other than the Pentagon lunch responses), so if I overlooked you – please accept my humble apologies.  While I’m thinking about it – we’re getting close to the planning timeframe for our 20th reunion.  I’ll increase the frequency of those comments from here on out, I suppose.  Finally, I would like to ask one of you to volunteer to write the column that will be due to the AOG in July.  Who could do that for me?  I would appreciate the help in that season this year, thanks.  I’m expecting work here in the China shop to be just a tad more busy than the normally frenetic pace, just before the Olympics.
