’91, we rejoice with those who are rejoicing!  I’m very happy to be able to bring you all some fun and exciting news, news we’ve known would come someday: NASA has selected Jim Dutton to pilot a shuttle mission (STS-131) scheduled for lift-off in February 2010!  I expect we will be organizing a rendezvous in Florida for the launch, but more on that later -- probably on the class website, in fact.  I think we should encourage Jim, in honor of the mightiest class to ever graduate from the Blue Zoo, to seek permission to paint his shuttle’s twin rocket boosters the color gold!
I can distinctly remember, 22 years ago, jogging the streets around my home at night in little ol’ Puyallup, physically preparing for the tests to come during the summer of ‘87.  In my moments of exhaustion, the stars above would motivate me.  I’d focus on them and think about one day traveling up there, even hoping to be on the first manned mission to Mars.  Maybe you did the same.  A lot has happened in the 22 years since!  That specific dream has long since departed from my life, but the magic it contained is still there.  So I take a huge amount of enjoyment witnessing the successful completion of that goal by one of our own.  It is Jim’s trial and accomplishment, not mine or yours of course, but I hope many of you also feel the way I do, that we can be really, really excited for Jim in his coming this far down a path that so many of us would have otherwise liked to walk, as well.  We rejoice with those who are rejoicing!  It also motivates me to keep focused on my own new dreams in the field of international relations in the Pacific.  Whatever dreams you still carry in your life, be encouraged to pursue them to completion!  I look forward to sharing with you in the twilight of our years what our class has accomplished.
Speaking of accomplishments, one of our other star classmates, Chris Howard, is yet again making news.  Chris is the new President of Hampton-Sydney College!  Located west of Richmond, VA, the all-male college founded in 1776 seems to me to be the perfect place for Chris to exercise his life-long interest in guiding and coaching young men to achieve excellence in their lives.  This July, Chris will move from his position of Vice President for Strategic & Leadership Initiatives at the University of Oklahoma, and start leading Hampton-Sydney’s faculty and student body.  I listened to his message to the University online and I must say he seems to have a great vision for leadership in that institution.  Chris continues to work in the AF Reserves as an attaché to Liberia; that’s one of many irons I’m sure he still has stoking in the fire of his life.  You know, reading his online biography, I come away wondering how it is possible for Chris to keep up with himself!  He seems to have held more titles than the number of years since our graduation.  I am amazed at how effectively he has been able to put his many ambitions into action; I for one look forward to seeing what he will build in this next stage of life.
By the time you read this, Derek West will be in Zambia, doing air attaché work.  Cool!  Derek and I saw each other in the halls for just a few moments while he was here at DIA training.  The attaches have a very interesting curriculum and go into the job fully prepared.  Have a great time, Derek!
Christy (Leader) Holliday is teaching math at USAFA.  She updated us on life in general from the past few years.  “I married the love of my life - Tim - in '04...completed my first 

Ironman in '04...moved to Atlanta in '05 after Katrina, flying the MD-88 for Delta ... moved to Maxwell AFB for ACSC in '07...where we had our first babies, yes - TWINS!  Aine (our precious girl) and Liam (our handsome boy) just turned 1 yesterday!  The party was great, but the champagne was to celebrate Mommy & Daddy's survival this past year!  We found the perfect follow-on, as a Math Instructor at USAFA...so I will continue on military-leave from Delta for as long as possible (so I can be home for my babies everyday!).  We are loving it in CO - please come and visit!”  
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In December, I had lunch at the National War College with Matt Isler and his project team (turned out I was a handy source of info for their Mongolia study), which was a nice break from the office.  I haven’t heard from the others there (Angie Cadwell, Steve Bleymaier, Chris Hill, Chris Craige, and Corey Martin) but I’m sure they are having a great time balancing family, a ton of study and research requirements along with tee times at Andrews.
Some of you will remember Sean McKenna; he was in Tiger Ten but did not graduate with us.  He’s the commander of a USAF recruiting squadron headquartered in Arlington, Texas, so if you’d like to reach out to him, let me know and I’ll give you his contact info.

The Pentagon lunches haven’t been working out so well for the past few months, so if you work in the DC area let’s try to really make this work.  If we don’t, you will regret it years from now, I just know it!  Okay, is that enough guilt burden for now?  I know you’re busy…we’re all busy.  I recommend we work on the relationship thing just a little bit harder, though.  Here’s a sweet example of such a relationship from Diane (Romaglia) Higginbothem and the best excuse for missing lunch I’ve heard yet!  “I'll have to skip out on lunch … I'll be in NJ this Thurs watching Fuzz Collett's kids in a play--his daughter has the lead role.  Anyway, he's off TDY somewhere doing something I'm sure the AF thinks is very important, so I'm the videographer that night.  : )”  I’m glad some of us have friends like that in our lives, and I hope it is true for each of you reading this.  

I hear that John “Wags” Wagner is coming this way this summer, along with many others, I’m sure.  If you’re in the DC/VA/MD area and not getting monthly emails from me, send one to Carson.tavenner@dia.mil.  Thanks!  And since I have the room this time, let me close with a plug for you all to update your info on www.usafa91.com
Check six, ’91!
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