Bold Golders, greetings!

I hope, by the time this is printed in Checkpoints, you might have a few days of last-minute opportunity to decide to come view STS-131 blast off into orbit.  As of mid January, we have over 45 folks gathering, including spouses and children.  Should be a great mini-reunion!  Here’s who I’m expecting to see show up, in no particular order: Dave Garcia, Ed Black, Rob Haug, Brian Doyle, Robb Erickson, Art Romero, David Damrath, Jay Frohne, Jeff Gauser, Rod Lewis, Marcus Smith, George Halley, Anna Vincent Adams, Jerome Osurman, Brian Hibbeln, Mark Clawson, Leslie Beavers, Bill Liess, Beth Kwasny, Tim Greminger, Adam McLean, Wed Sendaydiego, Rob Dotson, Jonathan Pece, DeeDee (Berthiaume) Richards, Jeff Davies, Dedra Witham, Peter Fry, Allan Wansky, Steve Carney, Derek Linden, Mike Smith, Scott Ryan and Cherianne Connelley.

It’s interesting, with Facebook, I don’t necessarily need to hear from you all with inputs to get a sense of what you’re doing.  The comments made, your web associations, and events supported often tell the story of your lives.  We seem to have a consistent thread of dealing with growing children, supporting charitable events, getting involved in maintaining our health, and of course being involved in worldwide deployed missions.
Kit Bobko won another election in Hermosa Beach (I assume this was for continuing on in his role as mayor).  Has anyone traveled to Hermosa Beach in the past year or so to visit him and his office?  I would love a quick note on this.

I was pleased by a surprise visit to my desk at DIA last week by Chris Howard, who was there to get some reserve time knocked out with the African reports officers.  We had a good visit and he encouraged me about the coming transition to civilian life.  Thanks, Chris!

Peter Diaz is student teaching (and loving it!) in Richland, WA, which is my father’s old hometown where he grew up!  How cool is that, Peter?  Keep up the good work; you will no doubt have a terrific impact on all those young lives.

Angie Cadwell is working hard at AFRICOM as the J-6; in her inbetween time she’s making good use of the opportunity to maintain her hefty world traveling calendar.  In fact, when we’re watching Jim Dutton piloting the shuttle, she’ll be packing her backpack for an ascent up Kilimanjaro.  Cool!  I think it would be super for Jim to take a photo of Kilimanjaro when he’s soaring over it sometime between March 23-25 March and then we could post it with a little “Angie Cadwell is here” arrow somewhere.  Wouldn’t that be cool?  I think we’re going to have to start calling ourselves Global Gold.
Jon Watson just returned safely from a long deployment and had to shave the moustache.

Some months ago, just after the last column update, Lynn Gawell wrote me from Bagram where she was working as part of the CJTF 82 JOC Shift director team.  “I'm definitely learning about the army way of doing things,” she wrote, as well as, “can't adequately describe the experience other than it exceeded my expectations which I thought were set appropriately, as it were”.  Lynn should now be safe and sound in the states sufficiently surrounded by USAF terms and technology.
[Picture “Gawell.jpg”: Caption: “Lynn Gawell, deployed with the Army and...loving it….yeah.”]

Dave Damrath shared that there’s “not too much exciting back in the homeland of Western New York.  Left the goofy Toy World of Fisher-Price/Mattel [in Sept] to join Sentry Safe in Rochester New York.  [Since I’m] an hour from Buffalo [I’m] looking for a second home to avoid the commute every day.  A dream job in Marketing I couldn't pass up.  Senior Product Manager for the Gun and Security Safe lines.  So my hobbies and work are slowly coming together.  Hunting season’s in full swing so I'm in the woods when I'm not at work.  Brian Williams is now in Atlanta, with Big Al Wansky, doing the doctor thing.  Al is loving life as a Dad and still in the IT world.  We all try to get together a couple times a year.  Kevin Carlin now in Pensacola doing instructor pilot stuff for the Navy.  Stevie Sharpe got married, getting ready to get out, and figure out what to do next.”

John “Wags” Wagner is in DC now at National War College with Craig “Bear” Allton, Pat “Rat” Rhatigan and Troy Thomas (I’ll have to go punish Troy for taking off and returning with nary a word!)  Anyway, Wags reminded me that he’d passed the squadron flag after two years as the 45 LCSS/CC to fellow classmate Erik Bowman (who is now hosting us there for the launch).  “We were Astro classmates together. What an awesome job – the LCSS is flightline for military spacecraft, getting them from the factory, going through final checks, and readying them for launch.  While not flying on the rocket like Jim, we sent tons of hardware up that is contributing to the joint fight--and you’ll meet a super bunch of professionals that Erik is now leading.”  
Joyce (Elmore) Merl and family just moved back to DC at the National Guard Bureau, this time as a Guardsman.  She explains “I got off Active Duty 3 years ago and was a CC for an Air Traffic Control Squadron in HI until I applied for my current position.  This is active time again, so I am basically finishing up too.  I am ready to be a stay at home mom rather than go for O-6.  3 more years because of the switch but in the end I am very happy.  A couple of preppies I know already have their retirement dates in 2010: Ida Lee Widman and Lisa Brown Webster.”  Congratulations, Ida and Lisa!  We’re right behind you…


Joyce’s arrival in the area reminds me that it might be time to update everyone on exactly who is here in the DC area now (I think; and I know this list is partial).  If I’m wrong here, you’re either not replying to my email or your old account is still accepting dead letters.  Craig Allton, Drew Pugh, Tony Bauernfeind, Harold Stanley Bennett, Stephanie Brinley, Tom Daack, Darlene Schultz, Dave Cooper, Verne Eling, Felix Caraballo, Brian Hibbeln, Diane (Romaglia) Higginbothem, Bridget (Mathieson) Isayiw, Scott Jacobs, Kevin Kennelly, Nick Kootsikas, Joe Laville, Matt Isler, Tony Mitchell, Ed Monarez, Erik Rundquist, Sherre Maclin, Dave Siegrist, Honi Smith, Stacey Hawkins, Joe Steiss, Scott Sullivan, Susan (Rank) Foy, Sabrina Taijeron, Tom Thibault, Chuck Tomko, Vanessa Savas, William Glascoe, Todd Stewart, Mona Wheeler and Jay Kerr.

You would think it would be pretty simple to get a few folks together for lunch, but it isn’t!  Turns out it’s easier to get folks to show up in Florida for a shuttle launch as well as in Colorado Springs for a 20 year reunion.  Hey, speaking of which….!
