My dear friends,

You can see this is a short piece.  You will understand that it is directly related to the amount of time I have available to dedicate to the task.  With this in mind, may I ask for a volunteer to write the column that will be due the beginning of July?  For those of you who’ve volunteered before, many thanks and my apologies when/if I did not get back to you to take you up on your offer.  That was not intentional!  We will make it work out better this next time.  I know I will need help in July.


This weekend I ran into Derek West in the food court of the Bolling BX, as he was back visiting from Zambia.  Derek is our air attaché to Zambia, and if I’m not mistaken also the defense attaché.  He had several interesting observations already about the environment he’s presented with out there.  Of course, he would love to host any of us on a visit to that country!


Chris Howard will also be traveling out to Africa on his reserve air attaché business this summer, but at the moment my mind cannot recall which country.  After that, he will begin his new job as the President of Hampton-Sydney College.


Our classmates at National War College are probably on their summer trips/tours by the time you read this, as well.  Stories and updates from those, please!  I know Matt Isler, at least, has to have some interesting observations of Mongolia.


I have been learning a new job as the team chief for two teams of DIA analysts.  One examines the national security issues of the PRC, the other examines the defense leadership of the same.  It is in a way my dream job, getting the chance to shape and influence the direction of these intelligence efforts for our country.  But working in the bureaucracy and under the continuous deluge of email, under which I’m sure most of you are also working, I wonder how much impact I’m really having.  Time will tell.


I am a relative newcomer to Facebook, and can tell it is the sort of thing that, if I gave it much time at all, it would end up consuming far more of my time than I choose to give it.  Therefore, I’m choosing to stay away from the Class of ’91 Bold Gold group that has been formed (I think Angie made it?) but have joined all the same, as I hope all/most of you will, too!


Bold Gold events on the long-term horizon: Reunion in two+ years (Oct 2011), and a mini-reunion gathering at Cape Canaveral in January 2010 for Jim Dutton’s launch.
