   Bold Gold!  Here’s hoping you’re enjoying a fun-filled autumn, especially those serving downrange.  I apologize for the delays, but I’ve resurrected some year-old e-mails that never made it into previous issues.  Thanks to everyone who provides updates!

   To start off, I’d like to share that I had my first professional speaking job the first weekend of June, speaking on the Chinese military at a summer alumni college at Hampden-Sydney College, where our class president, Chris Howard, is now presiding.  Of course, the opportunity came about due to the reference Chris gave to his staff looking for assistance with the China topic.  Thank you, Chris!  I had a great time getting to know the college and its alumni, and the speech was well accepted by all.  
   A quick update of our fighter community—despite the rapid drawdown in USAF fighter forces, we’ve got an impressive lineup in command.  In the F-15 world, Paul “Coma” Villem is commanding the 85th Test/Eval Sq at Eglin; Murray “Ord” Nance is commanding the 65th Aggressor Sq at Nellis, where he routinely flies his blue, brown, and tan F-15s against Max “Freak” Morosko, who is flying the F-22 and commanding the F-22/F-15 Weapons School Sq there; and Matt “Torch” Esper is OpsO for the 71 FS at Langley.   Outside the cockpit, John Melloy is at Ramstein taking a break from F-15s, has five kids (who each could easily front the covers of any magazine), and is nearing his last PCS somewhere before retirement.  
   Meanwhile, among our F-16 classmates, Ken “Francis” Ekman is commanding the 79th Ftr Sq at Shaw; Doug "Cinco" DeMaio commands the 55th Ftr Squadron also at Shaw, and Dave “Ajax” McCune and Dole "Syrian" Turner are commanding F-16 squadrons at Luke.  
  Jim Dutton is expected to BLAST OFF next spring in the Space Shuttle Discovery.  Currently nasa.gov reports STS-131 (the fourth-to-last shuttle mission ever) is scheduled for March 18(+).  Bold-golders are planning a mini reunion.  Watch the website for details.
Graduating NDU, Matt Isler (J-3-3) and ICAF sports star Chris Hill earned penalty duty at the Pentagon; Corey Martin is off to EUCOM and Angie Cadwell is off to the AFRICOM staff.  Angie’s now a frocked O-6 and is offering her 2,450 sq ft apartment in Stuttgart as a “crash pad” for any Bold 91ers passing through Germany.

In other news, Dan Maruyama is navigating the hurdles of an off-again CSAR-X program down at Hurlburt AFB.  Rob Ramos is returning from Kandahar where he orchestrated UASs, rescue helicopters, a new C-130 Sq, and logistical support for an expanding US/NATO footprint; Rob’s heading back to USAFA where he works for the Commandant.  Also in C-Springs is a solid Bold Gold Lunch crowd including Jeff Moore, Andreas Weisman, Carlene Perry, Christy (Leader) Holliday; Bill Price (Prep School), John Tokish (Med Group), Pat Donley (Military/Strategic Studies), Mike Veneri (Military/Strategic Studies), Mark Grotelueschen (History), Mike Kazlausky (Athletic), Rob Block (Math), Stephen Astor (70th FTS), Russ Balka, Jeff Boleng (Comp Sci), Jim Love (Math), Eric Holt (Civilian); Art Romero; Bill Wosilius; and Rich Wood, who is a local attorney.   Hopefully this crowd can catch Rodney Lewis, stationed at McChord, as he passes through USAFA TDY from 23-27 Sept.

  It was great to hear from Felix Caraballo (CS-06), who married Anne Marie Kanakkanatt (91, CS-06).  They have two kids: Rachel (HS junior in Portugal) and Alex (12).  Felix is now “a GS-15 heading up an operations center and special security division for a DHS component.”  Felix, thanks for writing – don’t be a stranger!
Leon Butler and Nate Brauner have spent most of the past year training the new Iraqi Air Force. Nate has returned stateside, and we look forward to hearing all about his adventures in the desert.  Great job, guys!
Congratulations to Callie (Calhoun) Molloy, who was inducted into the USAFA Athletic Hall of Fame on 1 May 09 for her incredible cadet and post-graduation running performance.  Callie is an optometrist in San Antonio, TX, and works in the reserves at Lackland AFB.

Ron Craig sent a great update on the Seagram’s 7 crowd—Ron is in C-Springs working for Lockheed Martin IS&GS.  Also back in the Springs are Drew Pugh and neighbor Dr. Ben Kam, who is on staff at USAFA hospital.  Ron adds that Paul Grimm “works for the Colorado State government in fraud control and spends most of his time in freakishly long endurance events, like the Leadville 100 mile running race and Double-Length (!!!) Ironmans. Moles is flying the plane that becomes Air Force Two when the Veep is on board but usually shuttling Cabinet members around the world. He lives right outside the gate of Ft Belvoir.”

Other wrap-ups--Ed Wold is back in D.C. working SAF/IGI as the deputy; Craig Alton is at the Pentagon; and Don Yu resides in the Dallas area with wife, Erika, and son, Hunter (4), flying for UPS and as a Reserve staff officer at HQ 10th AF in Ft Worth.
Thanks to Matt Isler for helping get this quarter’s column condensed and submitted on time.  Bold Gold – keep up the awesome work (and don’t forget to brag a little to the rest of us).

Till next time, Tav.
