Hey, friends!

You have been very kind to send me so many “thanks” this past year (and through the years) for doing the column.  Even though I usually feel stressed out when I realize another column is coming due, I have to admit I love passing on the news of how and where you are all doing your good work, and in so doing keep connections alive.  Many of you have expressed your gratitude for this, and I have to say “thank you” back, and “you’re welcome!”  You might remember that I’ve said this before, but I’ll say it again: I just can’t wait until we actually have the time to sit back on our decks with cold ones in hand, laughing and reflecting on what our military experiences have taught us, and to drive around the country visiting with, reconnecting, and encouraging one another.

I was specifically encouraged by the incredibly up-beat and grateful attitude of my buddy Dan Ortwerth, whom I hadn’t heard from since we tossed the caps!  Dan’s life is, in his own words, “…ridiculously fantastic.  I'm still a nutso tightly wound guy, so I still stress too much, but it's OK.  Great marriage.  Great family.  Great parish.  Great friends.  Great military unit.  Great to be back and looking to get back all the way - full-time Guard, active-duty, whatever.”

How awesome is that?  When I have days when it feels like my very blessed life is in shambles, I think about some of the things you all have shared with me over the years about what a pleasure it is to serve, and to connect, and I get motivated to do my own good work once again. Well, I have to share the rest of what Dan had to say, in way of updating us on 18yrs of life.

“I separated FEB ‘01…went to work as a stock analyst, first for A.G. Edwards, then for  
Edward Jones (switched OCT 04)…settled back in my home of St. Louis…and joined the Missouri ANG 4 APR 08 [which] amounted to personal resurrection.  On the long list of reasons why I am so glad that I separated, far-and-away #1 is that no other course in life could have so clearly shown me how much I belong back in the service.  Oh, thank you God for finding me a path back into uniform. Thus far I've served as a Public Affairs officer at state-HQ level and as a speechwriter for the MOANG/CC.  I'm clearly not meant for PA long-term, but it has been great thus far, and in God's good time I'll find my way to a more appropriate career field.  1 OCT 09 I pinned on Major. 5 JAN 09 to 6 FEB 09 I attended SOS in residence.  Marvelous experience, both in the substance of the course itself and in the unspeakable joy of being back in uniform, essentially active-duty, and in the base environment for 33 whole days . . . even if it was the Toy Company. I have been married since 22 APR 95, and we (Natalie and I) have six children: Anne is 13, Beth is 11, Gus is 9, Margaret is just shy of 8, Greg is 6, and Stella is 20 months.
I love being a big-family man.  It is as much a part of my essence as the military.  I have a wonderful military wife and family.  She in particular is so supportive of it all, including the thought of deployment or relocation.  The children bust their buttons about it all.  My civilian coworkers don't begin to get it . . . maybe a couple do.”
“Next weekend I am doing something very significant.  For the first time since 29 MAY 91, I am going to the Air Force Academy.  I haven't been back all these years, but on my first return I'm taking my wife. Next summer I hope to take the whole clan, but this is just us (and the baby).  I can't wait, and I can't describe it.  Wow, I'm going to be there again!”
Well, that sure makes me want to take my own trip back to Colorado, I’ll tell you what! I’m going to have to wait for the 20yr reunion, I think!  But there is a mini-reunion just around the corner…Cape Canaveral March 18, 2010!  I hope a lot of you have been planning on traveling to Florida to watch Jim Dutton launch into space. Ashamedly, we haven’t yet had a consensus (or even a discussion, that I know of) on where we might congregate.  However, I know there’s a 1991 Facebook group that I have not joined (I’m scared of Facebook – it will suck away hours of my life that I can’t afford to lose, I just know it!).  I’ll get into that group and we’ll start the conversation, how about that?
I’ve been talking with Jim about getting our class flag flown on the shuttle…seems there is a good chance that will happen, and if not we’ll definitely be able to get the “Class of ’91…We’ve Just Begun.” handkerchief flown.  By the way, does anyone remember writing that?  I would love to have the full story of the handkerchief’s origins (we inherited it from Tremendous Mendez at our 10yr reunion).  It’s possible the writer, even if they’re reading this column, wouldn’t possibly remember writing that phrase on an olive drab handkerchief...but I hope somebody knows something.  

I’ll close up with a straightforward report of other info passed my way.

Mark Grotelueschen (teaching at USAFA) reports that Paul Bauman is an O-6 doing SDE on the Atlantic Council in DC. William Glascoe is a citizen airman performing duty at the National Security Space Office in Fairfax, VA. He works for CSC Federal Consulting Practice in Falls Church, VA with an assignment in the OCIO (I don’t know what exactly that is, but I’m sure it’s Info Ops) with the Office of the Director of National Intelligence in Annapolis Junction, MD.  I think William must do a lot of beltway driving.  
Jim Cluff sent an update on some Bold Gold’ers currently working at Creech AFB. Jim himself commands the 17th Reconnaissance Squadron, flying MQ-1s (Predator UAVs) and MQ-9s (Reapers – hey, William, is that Proud Grim Reapers?!). Mark Hoehn commands the 18th Reconnaissance Squadron, flying MQ-1s. Chris Gough commands the 42d Attack Squadron, flying MQ-9s and was highlighted on 60 minutes. John Vaughn recently took command of a C-130 squadron at Little Rock.  I saw Jeff Davies and Doyle Turner at Luke this past year; Jeff is flying F-16s for the Reserves and Doyle commands the TRS. Got an email the other day from Rod Cousins, currently commanding the B-2 Weapons School Sq at Whiteman. Heard through the grapevine that Ken Ekman is doing great commanding an F-16 sq at Shaw, and I ran into CJ Hemmer at the Nellis Chapel…he was in town as a Safety Board President.  Was here from the Spec Ops wing at Cannon.
Thanks, Jim, that was great!

See you around, my friends.  Tav.

