I Just Plan to do Four Years……..

“Dad, I just plan to do my four years of service to my country then I will get out and help you with the business.” I still remember those words the night before my commissioning and wonder how 4 years turned into 16 plus years.  In fact, the longer I stay in the more I try to find the one thing that leads service members to commit themselves to a career of service to our country. Patriotism, camaraderie, and adventure all come to mind, but I cannot point to one being dominant. Rather an interrelationship exists among the trio, which leads me to stay.

Patriotism and service to country is a characteristic that every soldier, sailor, and airman knows.  I was raised in a family where one was expected to serve the country for at least a short stint, but long-term service was definitely not the trend. Somewhere over the last 16 years service to country evolved to mean much more than it did when I was a Lieutenant. It maybe the number of veterans I have met, the realization that America has so much to offer (and to protect), or even the great things our nation has accomplished. Whatever this trait is, it means a lot to me and I have not seen it in any other organization or company. 

Camraderie helps build effective teamwork. Our Air Force could not accomplish the great things it does without the camaraderie we share.  The networks we build at BCOT, ACOT, and in-residence PME reinforce these team bonds and foster a sense of belonging--a sense of family not surpassed by any corporation in the private sector. The hardships we endure strengthen the bonds to our fellow servicemen and provide a corporate identity. Regardless of the challenge, we know we can succeed as a team. Over the years I have seen camaraderie create bonds between troops that survive well past a “short career” in the Air Force. These bonds can be as strong as family ties and definitely stronger than any in corporate America.

Finally, no one can contest the fact that our Air Force creates a continuous sense of adventure. The first time I was aware of this sense was at Tachikawa Air Base, Japan in 1965, as I watched wave after wave of F-105s lift off towards Vietnam. I felt similar feelings as a member of the USAFE crisis action team tasked to provide aid to Bosnians in 1993 and again when I was put on standby for relief efforts in Rwanda. I have seen the Far East, Eastern Europe and the Mediterranean basin. Many others have seen the wonders of Alaska to the dry lands of Southwest Asia. Our Air Force allows anyone with a sense of adventure to explore our nation and the world while experiencing teamwork and serving the best nation in the world.

This trio of reasons--patriotism, camaraderie, and adventure-- has a synergistic effect which impact why I made the Air Force a career. I have yet to meet a retiree or veteran who does not mention at least one of them when they talk about their service. Furthermore, they all attest to being part of something that was much bigger than life itself. But of course you know that or you would not be serving today.

