You'll receive my personal congratulations on making general officer via snail mail.  This little note comes solely as a way to make these next four weeks a bit easier for you, if you're interested in my perspective -- and to keep the IG off your tail.
The opportunity to be nominated for general officer rank comes to relatively very   few.  While you've been around others so honored in the past, several things will still surprise you--believe it or not.  Allow me to structure some thoughts to help guide you through one very small segment of what you're in for these next few months.  I'm referring to endless cards, notes, letters and glad tidings from family, friends, colleagues, subordinates, seniors, industry civilians, and folks you've met -- but won't recall just where.  You will receive several dozen letters, emails, calls, and notes of congratulations.  If you're 'brown shoe' Air Force (and if your mother taught you well!) you will answer each.  Here are some hints to help you manage the workload and understand what I know to be the unwritten 'rules':
Many of the folks who write you will send congrats through distribution and the "free" government mail service.  They're wrong in doing it and you'd be wrong to send your "thank-you notes" back through the same system.  The AF/IG ruled several years ago that notes of congrats are NOT 'official business' unless the guy writing the notes was in direct command of the person receiving the kudos.  Buy a roll of First Class stamps and mail your thank you notes via the U.S. Postal Service.  Every five years or so, someone in a mailroom somewhere drops a dime on a BGen-select for "misuse of the mail system."
If you were Superman, you'd hand-write each thank-you note.  Given the availability of word processors and the fact that any Lt Col can crank out personalized' "Congrats!" to everyone on the list in about 30 minutes, the odds are that you can't answer all of them via a handwritten note.  The notes you get which are themselves handwritten deserve an answer in your own pen.  This is a lost art, but many of your fellow general officers now know the rules and will bother to pen a note.  Each day, I recommend you sit down and answer those letters you received that day.  This is easy to say -- very hard to do.
ost folks will simply crank out typewritten (word-processed) letters to you.  Use your own judgment, but I recommend you have about two to four prepared notes you can work with.  Appropriate blanks can be filled in "...Jane and I send you and ____ our very best wishes for continued happiness, etc...." or ... It's sure been awhile since we were   together at _____ and I'm grateful for your help then and now; blah, blah,   etc..."  If you can talk your secretary into helping you with this   unofficial task, then all you have to do is pen on each incoming note:  "Answer # three.  Spouse name: Mabel.  Please add a question at the end   about his son, Doug at Virginia Tech."  In any event, you get the point.  You are busy and you really don't have spare time to fool around with this kind of stuff.  But if your old flight commander from five assignments ago -- or your boss from your last station -- honors you with a note of congrats, then you kinda have to toe the mark and go to the trouble of responding.
  To give you a feel for what I experienced in early 1998.  I received 75 phone calls, 325 letters, over 550 emails, and about 50 office visitors.  I made the decision to return in kind all best wishes.  If I received a call and wasn't able to answer it, I returned the call.  If I received an email, I emailed back.  And I returned all notes with a handwritten letter, in a hand addressed envelope, with the return address of my quarters.  On notes that said "NRR," I replied anyway, if I knew the sender.  If I didn't know the sender, and they said "NRR," I didn't   reply-unless by a four star.  I had 15-20 in this category.   NRR – no response required
  I'd also advise taking the time to write a thank you to family, old, retired bosses, and people that helped along the way who didn't send a note of congratulations-a little payback to all those who really share credit for the promotion.  Additionally, I found that some of these folks, now retired from the AF, had not heard the good news.
  Much of this advice was passed onto me by Lt Gen Brett Dula almost five   years ago.  I found this invaluable.  To this day, I hand write about three dozen letters/notes a week for various reasons.  Don't ever forget the personal touch of a handwritten note, it is a lost art--except by AF general officers (that's why they give us star stationary for free).  Hope   this is helpful -- and accurate.  Again, we're awfully proud of you!    Enjoy!  DW
