Fourth of July Message From the Secretary of Defense

At a critical moment during the Revolutionary War, when his army was surrounded and in danger of being destroyed, General Washington issued this order: "Put only Americans on guard tonight." Washington knew, at that moment of crisis, he could rely on those citizen-soldiers—volunteers who had left behind their families and farms to risk everything for the cause of freedom. 

Thanks to their service and sacrifice, America achieved her independence. And every July 4th since, Americans have come together to give thanks for our freedom and what our country has become: the freest, most creative and dynamic nation on earth. 

This Fourth of July across America, families will enjoy picnics, and parades, and the uplifting beat of "Stars and Stripes Forever." But our celebrations are tempered by the knowledge that the freedoms we hold sacred and dear have once again come under attack. 

So today, as in General Washington's time, we take comfort in the knowledge that Americans like you are on guard tonight -- soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines and Coast Guardsmen. 

Like the Minute Men who dropped their pitchforks and took up rifles to defend their new nation in 1776, each of you stepped forward to defend America against the new threats of this new century. 

Through your service and sacrifice, you help make every day Independence Day for the United States of America. 

Our people are free because your hearts are brave. And so on this Fourth of July, we stop to say to each of you: Thank you for what you do for our country. 

Donald H. Rumsfeld 

Independence Day 2002 Message From the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

When our founding fathers signed the Declaration of Independence on July 4th, 1776, they mutually pledged their lives, fortunes, and sacred honor to each other and to the world. During the course of the seven-year war that followed, nine of the signers died of wounds or hardships, 17 lost everything that they owned, and five were imprisoned or captured. They risked all they had, sacrificing everything for freedom -- they all kept their sacred honor. 

Today, our country is at war -- a very different and nontraditional war against a very dangerous and elusive enemy. This enemy threatens the principles and values that freedom-loving people hold dear -- equality, self-governance, religious tolerance, and the rule of law. 

President John F. Kennedy in the midst of another struggle once observed: "When there is a visible enemy to fight in open combat … many serve, all applaud, and the tide of patriotism runs high. But when there is a long, slow struggle with no immediate visible foe, your choice will seem hard indeed." 

Today, our enemy is not always visible, and as President Bush has said, winning this war will take time. We must have patience and perseverance in this conflict to preserve our freedoms. Remember on this Independence Day to honor our forefathers for their courage, vision and sacrifices -- and let us also honor them by staying focused on winning this war! 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff and I join with every American this Fourth of July in remembering how precious our rights and freedoms are. We honor your service, your courage, and your countless sacrifices at sea, in the air, and on distant fields of battle. May God continue to bless this great Nation, the members of our Armed Forces, DoD civilians, and their families. 

Gen. Richard B. Myers, USAF 

SECAF/CSAF JULY 4th MESSAGE
On this day two hundred twenty six years ago, an enlightened group of brave Americans signed a simple document declaring their commitment to a set of truths that formed the foundation of our enduring democracy.  In doing so, they risked much, including their lives.  From that day forward, another devoted group of brave Americans, the servicemen and women of this country have risked much, including their lives, to defend our nation and our principles.  From our War of Independence through the storied battles that have shaped the character, spirit, and destiny of our nation, America has sacrificed her sons and daughters to defend our undeniable rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  

On the Fourth of July, we celebrate these rights and our freedom with picnics, parades, and fireworks, as we have for many years.  This year however, our celebration takes on a renewed significance.  Enemies of freedom have attacked our nation and the fundamental principles for which we stand.  And, in the tradition of those who have gone before, a new generation now wields the shield and the sword of our great democracy.  Since we last celebrated this holiday, airmen have given their lives defending America.  Remember them this Independence Day as well as those who stand guard while we celebrate our nation’s birthday.   

The American people depend on you and possess an unwavering faith in your abilities.  Your courage, commitment, and sacrifice keep us free.  We are very proud of what you and your families endure to defend our nation, and are privileged to serve with you.  We salute each and every one of you and wish you all a very happy Fourth of July! 

Independence Day in a Time of War

By Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service 

WASHINGTON, June 27, 2002 -- For the first time since Vietnam, the United States is at war during Independence Day. 

The global war on terrorism brings new meaning to the Fourth of July. The celebration of U.S. freedom is muted in many homes because of death or the absence of loved ones off serving the country. 

July 4, 1776, was also celebrated during a time of war. As the Second Continental Congress voted for independence in Philadelphia, the British fleet sailed into the harbor of New York to land soldiers. 

Americans knew from the moment the Declaration of Independence was approved that they were embarking on a new course. The war for independence had started in April 1775 when Patriot and British forces traded volleys at Lexington and Concord, Mass. The Continental Congress established the Continental Army on June 14, 1775, and appointed George Washington as its commander the next day. 

From the first shots until July 4, 1776, Patriot forces would battle the British army or their Tory allies (colonists loyal to Britain) in more than a dozen significant face-offs from northern New York to South Carolina and countless unrecorded minor ones. War affected each and every Colonial family, whether Patriot or Tory. 

When Congress passed the Declaration of Independence, no one knew what form "these United states" would ultimately take. The Colonies, after all, were just a loose collection of English-speaking settlements that had been founded for a variety of reasons -- nation-building not being one. Continental distances in the age of horse power were daunting, and every possibility existed that the Colonies would go their separate ways once independence was won. 

But even during the war, Washington and other Patriot leaders strove to make sense of the price in blood that Americans were paying for independence. Washington knew that "these United states" would be an experiment that could only succeed if independence were secured on the pillars of justice and freedom. 

Washington didn't want Americans to exchange one tyrant for another, or another set of tyrants. The Revolution had to have meaning beyond just winning American independence. 

Freedom and justice are worth fighting for. Americans from the Revolution to the War on Global Terrorism have realized that. Americans don't fight for plunder or territory. They do fight in defense of their homes, to establish peace and for the basic rights of human beings. 

July 4th this year will have celebrations. Fireworks will go off and Americans will join with friends and family to celebrate all that is good about being Americans. But Americans must remember the great evil done to America and what the country stands for as they celebrate independence. 

"If you're interested in fighting evil, you can do so by doing some good -- by mentoring a child, by going to a shut-in's house and say, 'What can I do to help you?'" President Bush said during a speech June 19. "You see, it's those small acts of kindness that really end up defining the true character of this country. 

"I believe that out of the evil done to America (on Sept. 11) will come incredible good," Bush said. "The world is going to be more peaceful, America will be more secure. And millions of Americans understand that serving something greater than yourself in life is an important part of having a full life." 

July 4th is the most American of holidays. In a time of war, it is the time to celebrate together and work together to make America worth the blood sacrificed by so many. 

